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SUBJECT: SYRIAN REACTION TO TRIPOLI LABOR CONFERENCE 
REF: DAMASCUS 6819 

1 . SYRIA HAS REACTED SHARPLY TO CRITICISM OF ITS LEBANESE 
POLICY EXPRESSED BY DELEGATES TO TRIPOLI LABOR CONFERENCE. 

WE NOTE REPORTS THAT COMMITTEE DISPATCHED TO DAMASCUS TO CONVEY 
PROPOSALS CONCERNING LEBANON ADOPTED BY CONFERENCE RETURNED TO 
LIBYA AFTER FRUITLESS TWO-DAY WAIT TO MEET PRESIDENT ASAD. 

SYRIA DELEGATION APPARENTLY WITHDREW FROM OCTOBER 7 MORNING 
SESSION IN PROTEST OF PLO PROPOSALS. FINAL RESOLUTIONS. WHICH 
REFLECT STRONG CONDEMNATION OF SARG POLICY IN LEBANON HAVE 
RECEIVED NO PUBLICITY FROM DAMASCUS MEDIA. 
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2. MEDIA DID. HOWEVER, GIVE PROMINENT COVERAGE TO SPEECH OF 
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SYRIAN REPRESENTATIVE TO CONFERENCE IZZ AL-DIN NASSIR. NASSIR 
EXTOLLED HISTORY OF SYRIAN SUPPORT FOR PALESTINIAN CAUSE, ASSERT 
ING THAT "WE SACRIFICE FOR PALESTINE WHILE OTHERS UTTER ONLY 
SLOGANS..." HE CLAIMED ALL ATTEMPTS TO SOW DISCORD BETWEEN 
SYRIA AND PLO WERE DOOMED TO FAILURE AND HE PLEDGED CONTINUED 
SYRIAN STEADFASTNESS TO CAUSE OF LIBERATING PALESTINE. NASSIR 
CRITICIZED SINAI AGREEMENT AND DEFENDED SYRIAN ROLE IN LEBANON. 
"OUR ENTRY INTO LEBANON WAS OPEN, HAD OPEN GOALS AND POSITIVE 
MOTIVES, AND CAME AT REQUEST OF LEGITIMATE LEBANESE INSTITUTIONS 
AND MASS APPEALS FOR HELP." HE CALLED UPON OTHER ARABS TO GRANT 
PALESTINIANS SAME RIGHTS GRANTED BY SYRIA. HE CONCLUDED BY 
ANNOUNCING WILLINGNESS TO FORM COMMITTEE TO DEAL WITH FEDAYEEN 
WORK ON GOLAN; HE REMINDED AUDIENCE SYRIA'S BORDERS REMAINED 
OPEN FOR PALESTINIAN FIGHTERS TO STRIKE AT ENEMY. 

3. COMMENT: NASSIR'S REMARKS ABOUT OPEN SYRIAN FRONTIERS AND 
READINESS TO UTILIZE GOLAN FOR GUERRILLA ACTION AGAINST ISRAEL 
STRIKE US AS RHETORICAL FLOURISHES DESIGNED TO DEMONSTRATE 
SYRIAN SUPPORT OF PALESTINIAN CAUSE CALLED INTO QUESTION BY 
OTHER DELEGATES. CONFERENCE APPARENTLY SUCCEEDED IN DEPICTING 
SYRIA AS ISOLATED IN REGION AS CONSEQUENCE OF SYRIAN POLICY IN 
LEBANON. BUT IT REMAINS TO BE SEEN HOW EFFECTIVELY ANNOUNCED 
BOYCOTT AGAINST SYRIA WILL BE IMPLEMENTED. LIBYAN FACILITATION OF 
CONFERENCE, FOLLOWING ABSENCE OF LIBYAN ATHELETES IN ARAB GAMES 
IN DAMASCUS, INDICATES GREATER LIBYAN DISENCHANTMENT WITH SYRIAN 
THAN HERETOFOR PUBLICLY EXPRESSED. 

MURPHY 
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